
Veterans

 

  

Congressman DeFazio firmly believes that it is an obligation of the federal government, not an
option, to properly take care of the men and women who proudly serve in our nation’s armed
forces. Throughout his time in Congress he has fought to ensure that the United States makes
good on that obligation. In recent years Congress has passed long overdue funding increases
for the VA, and Congressman DeFazio has always insisted that these funds translate into better
service for Oregon Veterans.

  

These men and women fought for their country. They should not have to fight the Veterans
Administration for the benefits and services they earned. Congressman DeFazio has two
full-time staff members in his Eugene district office devoted to helping veterans navigate the
system.

  

Congressman DeFazio urges veterans to call his Eugene office at 1-800-944-9603 if they are
having problems with the VA.

  

Congressman DeFazio served in the United States Air Force Reserve from June 1967 until his
honorable discharge with the rank of 2nd Lt. on March 30, 1971.

  

Oregon Veterans

  

When service cuts were proposed at the Roseburg VA Medical Center, Congressman DeFazio
stood up and demanded that no changes be made without the input of local veterans.
Congressman DeFazio understands that VA bureaucrats do not always know what is best for
Oregon veterans, and has worked to make sure that Veterans in Southwest Oregon have a say
in the healthcare they receive. Joined by Senator Wyden, Congressman DeFazio sent a letter to
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, General Shinseki, asking that he suspend any cuts in service
at the Roseburg VA Medical Center and requesting an independent review of any proposed
changes in service.
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For a link to the independent review  click here .

  

In order to ensure that veterans across rural Oregon are able to access the care that they have
earned, Congressman DeFazio introduced H.R. 3358, the Troops' Soft Landing, Employment,
and Rural Transportation Act. Among many other benefits for veterans, the bill authorizes the
VA to establish a grant program to provide transportation to veterans in highly rural areas.

  

Veterans Benefits

  

The last thing that a disabled veteran should be forced to deal with is a bureaucratic battle
between the Pentagon and the VA regarding their pay. Congressman DeFazio is a cosponsor of
H.R. 333, which would finally allow all disabled veterans to receive both their VA and
Department of Defense (DoD) pay. This is the most comprehensive concurrent receipt
legislation ever introduced.

  

To correct another inequity in veterans pay, Congressman DeFazio introduced H.R. 2673, the
Equal Treatment for Widows of Wartime Veterans Act, by simply making the VA benefit for a
surviving spouse equal to that of a single wartime veteran.

  

VA Medical Care

  

Congressman DeFazio has consistently fought for better VA medical care that will meet the
needs of every veteran, from WWII vets to the men and women now returning from Afghanistan
and Iraq. For years the VA suffered from budgetary neglect, resulting in subpar services.
Congressman DeFazio has consistently voted to increase funding for the VA so that it can
provide proper care to every veteran in the VA system. In 2010, Congress approved a $14.5
billion increase over 2009 funding levels, and will provide much needed service to 6.1 million
patients including approximately 419,000 veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan.

  

Despite increased funding for the VA, too many men and women returning from war remain
mired in red tape while trying to get treatment and compensation for PTSD. To ensure that
these veterans are able to access the benefits that they earned without a hassle, Congressman
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DeFazio is a cosponsor of H.R. 952, the COMBAT PTSD Act. The bill would lower the
burdensome threshold that veterans have to meet to receive compensation for PTSD.

  

The recently passed health care reform bill does not alter the federal government's commitment
to providing unique and comprehensive medical coverage to all those who have served or are
still serving in the military. TRICARE and VA programs were fully protected in the legislation.
One provision of the health care reform bill, however, might be helpful to some veterans and
active duty service members. Health care reform allows children to remain on their parents'
insurance plan until age 26. Congressman DeFazio introduced H.R. 5185, the Fair Care for
Military Families Act, which would simply extend that benefit to the families covered by
CHAMPVA or TRICARE. Provisions to extend TRICARE and CHAMPVA coverage until age 26
were ultimately included in the 2011 Department of Defense Authorization Act, which passed in
the House with Congressman DeFazio’s support.

  

Congressman DeFazio was also a cosponsor of H.R. 1657, a bill authored by Oregon
Representative Kurt Schrader, which would require the Secretary of Defense to promptly notify
any military personnel if they were potentially exposed to known toxins. This would help to limit
cases like that of Oregon National Guard soldiers serving in Iraq who were unknowingly
exposed to toxic chemicals only to later end up with “mysterious” health complications.

  

 

  

  
  Must Reads
  
  

 

  

Albany veteran finally receives Purple Heart Democrat Herald April 27, 2011

  

Editorial: A Day Late for a Good Reason Democrat Herald January 11, 2011
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http://www.democratherald.com/news/local/article_e7b2fff8-708d-11e0-8601-001cc4c002e0.html
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Wyden, DeFazio alarmed over Roseburg VA service changes Roseburg News-Review April
14, 2010

  

WWII vet Glenn Butler receives Bronze Star  Roseburg News-ReviewJuly 11, 2010

  

Local Veterans Receive Bronze Stars, Purple Heart  KEZI News July 8, 2010

  

 

  

  Recent Press Releases
   
  

MEDALS PRESENTATIONS

  

02.07.11 DEFAZIO TO PRESENT PRESTIGIUOUS BRONZE STAR MEDAL TO THREE
VETERANS 

  

02.07.11 DEFAZIO PRESENTS PRESTIGIUOUS POSTHUMOUS BRONZE STAR TO
VETERAN

  

02.03.11 DEFAZIO TO PRESENT PRESTIGIUOUS BRONZE STAR AND PRISONER OF
WAR MEDALS FEBRUARY 3

  

02.01.11 DEFAZIO TO PRESENT PRESTIGIUOUS BRONZE STAR MEDALS FEBRUARY 1
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http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20100414/NEWS/100419929
http://www.nrtoday.com/article/20100711/NEWS/100709768
http://kezi.com/news/local/180730
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=667:defazio-to-present-prestigiuous-bronze-star-medal-to-two-veterans-february-7-2011&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=667:defazio-to-present-prestigiuous-bronze-star-medal-to-two-veterans-february-7-2011&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=665:defazio-presents-prestigiuous-posthumous-bronze-star-to-veteran&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=665:defazio-presents-prestigiuous-posthumous-bronze-star-to-veteran&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=666:defazio-to-present-prestigiuous-bronze-star-and-prisoner-of-war-medals-february-3&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=666:defazio-to-present-prestigiuous-bronze-star-and-prisoner-of-war-medals-february-3&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=664:defazio-to-present-prestigiuous-bronze-star-medals-february-1&amp;catid=63:2011-news
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05.10.10 DEFAZIO TO PRESENT PRESTIGIOUS BRONZE STAR MEDAL TO SIX WORLD
WAR II VETERANS TODAY

  

03.03.10 DEFAZIO HELPS WWII VETERANS SECURE MILITARY HONORS

  

12.22.09 DEFAZIO PRESENTS BRONZE STAR MEDAL TO WORLD WAR II VETERAN,
GROVER MAYFIELD

  

 

  

ROSEBURG VA MEDICAL CENTER

  

04.14.11 Merkley, Wyden, DeFazio Invite Veterans Affairs Secretary Shinseki to Visit
Roseburg Veterans Medical Center

  

03.15.11 DEFAZIO, WYDEN AND MERKLEY ASK SECRETARY SHINSEKI TO CONSULT
WITH OHSU ON RVAMC FUTURE

  

01.13.11 OREGON DELEGATION URGES SEC. SHINSEKI TO INTERVENE, REDIRECT
ROSEBURG VA HOSPITAL STUDY

  

01.07.11 DEFAZIO ADVOCATES MAINTAINING HIGHEST STANDARD OF CARE FOR
SOUTHWESTERN OREGON VETERANS

  

07.06.10  OREGON DELEGATION ANNOUNCES VA AGREEMENT TO DELAY UNFAIR
REIMBURSEMENTS FOR OREGON VETERANS 
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index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=579:defazio-to-present-prestigious-bronze-star-medal-to-six-world-war-ii-veterans-today&amp;catid=61:2010-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=579:defazio-to-present-prestigious-bronze-star-medal-to-six-world-war-ii-veterans-today&amp;catid=61:2010-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=566:defazio-helps-wwii-veterans-secure-military-honors&amp;catid=61:2010-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=541:defazio-presents-bronze-star-medal-to-world-war-ii-veteran-grover-mayfield&amp;catid=60:2009-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=541:defazio-presents-bronze-star-medal-to-world-war-ii-veteran-grover-mayfield&amp;catid=60:2009-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=689:merkley-wyden-defazio-invite-veterans-affairs-secretary-shinseki-to-visit-roseburg-veterans-medical-center&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=689:merkley-wyden-defazio-invite-veterans-affairs-secretary-shinseki-to-visit-roseburg-veterans-medical-center&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=675:defazio-wyden-and-merkley-ask-secretary-shinseki-to-consult-with-ohsu-on-rvamc-future&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=675:defazio-wyden-and-merkley-ask-secretary-shinseki-to-consult-with-ohsu-on-rvamc-future&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=657:oregon-delegation-urges-sec-shinseki-to-intervene-redirect-roseburg-va-hospital-study&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=657:oregon-delegation-urges-sec-shinseki-to-intervene-redirect-roseburg-va-hospital-study&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=653:defazio-advocates-maintaining-highest-standard-of-care-for-southwestern-oregon-veterans&amp;catid=63:2011-news
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=653:defazio-advocates-maintaining-highest-standard-of-care-for-southwestern-oregon-veterans&amp;catid=63:2011-news
http://www.defazio.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=593%3Aoregon-delegation-announces-va-agreement-to-delay-unfair-reimbursements-for-oregon-veterans&amp;catid=61&amp;Itemid=70
http://www.defazio.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=593%3Aoregon-delegation-announces-va-agreement-to-delay-unfair-reimbursements-for-oregon-veterans&amp;catid=61&amp;Itemid=70
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VETERANS LEGISLATION

  

03.22.10  HOUSE APPROVES DEFAZIO RESOLUTION HONORING THE
EXTRAORDINARY SERVICE OF PILOTS DOWNED IN WAR

  

10.21.09 DEFAZIO ANNOUNCES SPECIAL PAYMENTS TO SERVICE MEMBERS WHO
SERVED UNDER STOP LOSS

  

06.15.07 DeFazio Votes for Historic Increase in Funding for Veterans' Services

  

05.23.07 DeFazio Supports Improved Veterans Benefits

  

04.24.07 DeFazio Votes to Support U.S. Troops and Veterans and Bring an End to the Iraq
War

  

03.28.07 DeFazio Votes to Improve Health Care for Wounded Vets

  

05.19.06 Funding For Veterans And Troops Passes House

  

For more information on DeFazio's accomplishments for veterans, go here .
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http://www.defazio.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=582%3Ahouse-approves-defazio-resolution-honoring-the-extraordinary-service-of-pilots-downed-in-war&amp;catid=61&amp;Itemid=70
http://www.defazio.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=582%3Ahouse-approves-defazio-resolution-honoring-the-extraordinary-service-of-pilots-downed-in-war&amp;catid=61&amp;Itemid=70
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=525:defazio-announces-special-payments-to-service-members-who-served-under-stop-loss&amp;catid=60:2009-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=525:defazio-announces-special-payments-to-service-members-who-served-under-stop-loss&amp;catid=60:2009-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=296:defazio-votes-for-historic-increase-in-funding-for-veterans-services&amp;catid=58:2007-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=295:defazio-supports-improved-veterans-benefits&amp;catid=58:2007-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=284:defazio-votes-to-support-us-troops-and-veterans-and-bring-an-end-to-the-iraq-war&amp;catid=58:2007-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=284:defazio-votes-to-support-us-troops-and-veterans-and-bring-an-end-to-the-iraq-war&amp;catid=58:2007-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=280:defazio-votes-to-improve-health-care-for-wounded-vets&amp;catid=58:2007-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=60:funding-for-veterans-and-troops-passes-house&amp;catid=57:2006-press-releases
index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=618:veterans-issues&amp;catid=19:issues&amp;Itemid=95
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